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We have, in the last chapter, studied how the
villagers use their land and water. We are now pre-
pared to go into the problem of land tenure.

I. LAKES, STREAMS, AND ROADS

In so far as the water is used for communications, it
is not exclusively for anybody. But when one enters
the village, one sees rails constructed at the entrance of
the stream. These are closed during the night. In this
way the use of the stream as a means of communication
is restricted. The reason is to prevent the com-
munication route being used in such a way as to threaten
the life or property of the villagers.

On the other hand, since the communication route
is not the exclusive right of anyone, nobody is allowed
to interfere with the general convenience by stopping
boats in the middle of the stream. The same restric-
tion is found in the use of water for drinking and
cleaning. The silk factory had to be built at the lower
course of the stream, otherwise the sewage would have
dirtied the water and prevented others from using it
for drinking purposes.

Regulation of water for irrigation is much more
complicated. People are not allowed to build dykes
in the stream in order to monopolize the water supply.
This is a common issue of dispute between villagers
especially during drought. The water introduced on to
the farm by human effort belongs exclusively to the
person who has effected this by labour. The dykes are
not allowed to be opened in order to ** steal" water
from the higher plot. But a single plot may be owned
by several persons* Each has a part in it. Since there
is no dyke to separate the parts owned by different
persons, the water is shared by all, la such a case,